


The POINT of HOME

God’s Stunning Design for Humanity







If you want to know what is 
most sacred, look for what is 
most violently profaned. 
- Christopher West -

 Most believers are called to worship God through the intimacy of marriage and the blessing 
of children.  So we call them to… 

•SHOW CHRIST - Every marriage is intended to be a masterpiece reflecting THE 
marriage between Christ and His bride, the Church. 

•RAISE BELIEVERS - Those blessed with the gift of children are called to 
inspire and nurture next generation faith as life’s greatest priority. 

•BE JESUS – A strong family attracts the next generation and the next door 
neighbor to Christ as The Word becomes Flesh and Blood.

The POINT of HOME



Aging Churches
Decline and Eventually Die

Thriving Churches
Reach and Disciple Busy Families



It’s Getting Harder
Distraction | Demographics | Defection | Antagonism

Distraction





Longitudinal Study



The strongest association [to long-term 
faith transferance] is with parents 
regularly talking with their children about 
religious matters as part of ordinary life. 

Parents who have warm and kind 
relationships with their children were 
more likely than others…to transmit 
similar levels of religious belief. 



Demographics
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We have an overload of man-
boys, which leaves a generation 
of single, thirty-something 
women who are their natural 
mates bewildered.  (Laura Nolan)

• Fewer People Marry 
• Fewer Children Born 
• Aging Global Population 





We are in the midst of a profound 
change in American life.  
Demographically, socially and 
culturally, the nation is shifting 
from a society of child-rearing 
families to a society of child-free 
adults.  (Popenoe & Whitehead)



Defection

This leads to the sobering 
finding that the vast majority of 
outsiders in this country, 
particularly among young 
generations, are actually de-
churched individuals. 



• Nearly 70% of believers came to faith as minors. 

• A 32% likelihood of accepting Christ as Savior before age 13 - 
dropping down to 6% thereafter. 

• Less than 50% of children raised in church embrace the faith 
as their own by High School graduation. 

• 89% of those leaving active faith had a weak faith experience 
in the home.

Facing Facts



If you’ve ever been part of a loving, 
healthy family you have smelled the 
sweet aroma of heaven.  If you’ve lived 
in a troubled, broken home you have 
breathed the foul stench of hell.  Spiritual 
formation starts with making your home 
what God intended it to be – a place of 
intimacy  and joy instead of isolation and 
pain; a little bit of heaven rather than a 
foretaste of hell.



Antagonism



• Christian families tend to be passive 
products of the culture (fitting in) rather 
than distinctive disciples of Christ 
(standing out). 

• Pressure to fit in drives parents to shy away 
from the hard choices necessary to nurture 
Christian identity and character. 

• As a result, our young people are not 
prepared (or inclined) to flourish in a 
culture increasingly hostile to Christian 
beliefs and virtues. 

Implications

A happy home is the highest 
expression of God’s image on earth.  
And there are forces working to 
destroy that image, not all of them 
visible to human eyes. But there is 
also a resiliant beauty and hope 
found in God’s design for families, 
something the most ardent forces of 
hell cannot destroy.



Rate of Penetration

Innovation Maturity Curve



• “Family” = Children’s Ministry 

• “Marriage” = Annual Event 

• Best Case = Secondary Priority 

• Worst Case = Off Radar Screen 

• Result = Isolated Programs

Where We’ve Been

What Parents Say They Need From Their Church’s  
Infant – Elementary School Ministry Program

What Parents Say They Need from their 
Infant – Elementary School Ministry Program

Importance 
(% who said 

“Critically or Very 
important”)

Satisfaction 
(% who said 

“Extremely or 
Very satisfied”)

The Gap 
(Importance % 

minus 
Satisfaction %)

Helps my young children know how to practically live out 
their faith

91% 55% 36%

Provides creative Bible teaching and what it means to be a 
Christ-follower

91% 63% 28%

Is designed to be appealing and fun for young children 86% 78% 8%

Let’s me know as a parent, how I can help in the spiritual 
development in my children

81% 41% 40%

Allows me to know what is being taught to my child(ren) 
each week

80% 55% 25%

Helps my child learn important Bible verses 78% 55% 23%

Allows my child(ren) to be involved in a small group 59% 62% -3%

Gives opportunities for parents to be involved or serve 
during the year

58% 73% -15%

Provides supplemental materials for parents 56% 48% 8%

Partners with other ministries in the church for periodic 
family experiences

55% 43% 12%

32REVEAL Gap Analysis



What Parents Say They Need From Their Church’s  
Junior High/Middle School Ministry Program

What Parents Say They Need from their 
Church’s Junior High/Middle School Ministry 

Program

Importance 
(% who said 

“Critically or Very 
important”)

Satisfaction 
(% who said 

“Extremely or 
Very satisfied”)

The Gap 
(Importance % 

minus 
Satisfaction %)

Helps my young children know how to practically live out 
their faith

89% 52% 37%

Provides creative Bible teaching and what it means to be a 
Christ-follower

88% 57% 31%

Is designed to be appealing and fun for young children 76% 71% 5%

Let’s me know as a parent, how I can help in the spiritual 
development in my children

73% 33% 40%

Allows my child(ren) to be involved in a small group 71% 63% 8%

Helps my child learn important Bible verses 70% 41% 29%

Allows me to know what is being taught to my child(ren) 
each week

66% 39% 27%

Gives opportunities for parents to be involved or serve 
during the year

55% 60% -5%

Partners with other ministries in the church for periodic 
family experiences

54% 39% 15%

Provides supplemental materials for parents 47% 34% 13%

33REVEAL Gap Analysis

What Parents Say They Need From Their  
Church’s High School Ministry Program

What Parents Say They Need from their 
Church’s High School Ministry Program

Importance 
(% who said 

“Critically or Very 
important”)

Satisfaction 
(% who said 

“Extremely or 
Very satisfied”)

The Gap 
(Importance % 

minus 
Satisfaction %)

Prepares my child(ren) to live out their faith after high 
school

92% 41% 51%

Helps my child(ren) know how to practically live out their 
faith

92% 46% 46%

Provides solid Bible teaching and what it means to be a 
Christ-follower

91% 53% 38%

Helps my child(ren) how to understand and implement 
spiritual disciplines

87% 42% 45%

Teaches my child(ren) how to share their faith 79% 42% 37%

Gives opportunities to serve on a mission/serving 
experience

76% 67% 9%

Allows my child(ren) to be involved in a small group 75% 62% 13%

Includes them in the life activities of the main church 75% 44% 31%

Provides an opportunity for my child(ren) to be mentored 
or discipled by an adult leader

75% 48% 27%

Let’s me  know as a parent, how I can help in the spiritual 
development in my child(ren)

72% 32% 40%

34REVEAL Gap Analysis



Models of Excellence 
• “Home Lens” for All 
• Culture of Intentionality 
• Customization is Key 
• Invest in Tools for Families 
• Give Vision for the Home

• Empower a Champion 
• “Two-Degree” Strategies  
• Establish New Measures 
• Use Existing Time Slots 
• Support Existing Vision











myfamilyseason.com/technologyathome

myfamilyseason.com/thanksgiving





myfaithpath.com

 DriveFaithHome.com 






